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of Turkestan which, though theoretically subject to the
Turks, was in fact a Russian dependency).
Sir Edward Grey agreed with Sazonov. He pointed out
the danger that Serbia, while preserving her nominal
sovereignty, might become in fact a vassal State even
without annexation; and such a solution he considered
as inadmissible by Russia, since her whole position in
the Balkans might thus be affected.(i4)
Sazonov desired the Powers to bring pressure upon
Austria in order to induce her to abandon those of her
demands which were contrary to Serbian sovereignty,
but Pourtales rejected the overtures of the Russian Minis-
ter in this direction. The two main grounds of the German
ambassador's refusal were that the Russian mobiliza-
tion seemed to render "any exchange of views very
difficult, if not impossible"; and that "on the conclusion
of peace, it would be time enough to return to the question
of respect for Serbian sovereignty."
When Sazonov again suggested the idea (which he had
already put forward) that it might be possible for Germany
to take some action in Vienna, Pourtales declared "that
it was an extremely delicate matter to stay the hand of a
Great Power which had decided to resort to arms for a
just cause," and that to do so would be to run the risk
of "seriously compromising" good relations with her, and
might "undermine her position as a Great Power." He
further affirmed that William II and his entourage had not
failed to "give good advice to Vienna"; so that Russia
must now attempt "to advance on to the bridge tactfully
built by this declaration."(i5)
The real nature of the advice given by Berlin to Vienna
may be gathered from the German Chancellor's instruc-
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